Developing Ecosystem
Service Bundles
Purpose of activity
The purpose of this activity is to identify what benefits your system currently
provides. A good entry point to the discussion about system benefits are bundles of
ecosystem services. Looking at system benefits through this lens enables an

integrated social-ecological perspective, which helps with keeping the Wayfinder
process focused on the close connections between people and nature and
sustainability issues. See also related discussion guide.

Resources needed
Required skills: medium level facilitation skills, knowledge of values and benefits
held by stakeholder snad the services that provide and support those values and
benefits.
Time: 3-4 hours
Materials: recording materials, general technical information of ecossytem services
and benefits
Useful links: https://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.html

How to do it
Step 1
Start this discussion by listing important provisioning, regulating and cultural
services in your system. It is useful to both think about direct benefits (such as food
production) and indirect ones (such as pollination). Make sure you include services
from all three categories.
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Step 2
Once you have identified key provisioning, regulating, and cultural ecosystem
services for your system, label each “petal” with an ecosystem service and indicate
its relative amount produced by shading in the small, medium, or large size petal.
You might need to add additional petals.
Step 3
Once completed, use the diagram to reflect on trade-offs between different services,
for instance relating to short- and long-term interests, or to different groups of
stakeholders. Also reflect on if there is a potential for more synergistic relationship
between different ecosystem services, e.g. under a different management.

Tips
While the ecosystem services concept is useful to keep the process focused on
social-ecological issues, it also has its limitations. Be mindful if there are landscape
values important for people in your system, but does not easily fit into these

services categories, and make sure these values are still relfected in the discussions
on system benefits.
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